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CRIMINOLOGY, MA
Department Website: https://www.smu.ca/academics/m-a-
criminology.html

Saint Mary’s University offers a two-year Master of Arts degree program 
in criminology for students wanting to develop advanced knowledge, 
acquire specialized skills, and conduct independent research in 
criminology. The interdisciplinary faculty members in SMU’s Department 
of Criminology have robust research programs and expertise that span 
the discipline of criminology allowing them to supervise and support 
students undertaking diverse research projects.

Admission Requirements
The MA in Criminology follows the general admission requirements 
and procedures (https://smu-ca-public.courseleaf.com/graduate/
academic-regulations/admissions/) of the Faculty of Graduate Studies 
and Research as outlined in the Graduate Studies Academic Calendar.  
The submission date for online applications and supporting documents 
to the MA in Criminology program is January 15 of the academic year 
prior to the one for which admission is sought.

In addition, the following conditions must be satisfied:

• Students who have earned an honours baccalaureate undergraduate 
degree in criminology (or equivalent), or an honours baccalaureate 
undergraduate degree with a concentration in criminology (or 
equivalent) may be admitted to a twenty-four (24) credit hour Master 
of Arts degree program.  Only in exceptional circumstances will a 
student with an undergraduate degree with an advanced major be 
admitted.

• Normally, applicants will have achieved a minimum cumulative 
grade point average of 3.3 (B+) in their overall academic record. In 
exceptional circumstances, when an applicant is otherwise qualified, 
the admissions committee may waive this requirement.

• In addition to official transcripts and, if applicable, proof of English 
language proficiency, applicants must submit:

• an online application form;
• recommendation forms from two referees who can attest to their 

academic competence and/or ability to pursue graduate work;
• a research statement (around 1,000 words) describing the 

applicant’s criminological interests, a proposed area of research 
for their thesis, and how their academic and non-academic 
experiences have prepared them to pursue graduate studies 
and research. Applicants must ensure their statement identifies 
at least one full-time faculty member in the Department of 
Criminology whose expertise aligns with their proposed thesis 
research

• a sample of academic or other written work and (10 to 25 pages); 
and

• current curriculum vitae or resume.

The Graduate Criminology Committee of the Department of Criminology 
will review the files of all applicants and make final decisions about 
admission into the Master of Arts degree program or a qualifying year.

Students may be admitted to a qualifying year in those situations where 
they meet all the requirements for admission but are lacking sufficient 
background in criminology to study at the Master’s level.  In these 

instances, a program of study will be worked out with the Graduate 
Program Coordinator and students will be admitted to the Master’s 
program upon successful completion at an appropriate grade level of 
this qualifying year program. A student in the thirty (30) credit hour 
qualifying year must make formal application to the Master of Arts 
degree program by February 1 of their qualifying year and must have 
attained a minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.30 (B+) to be 
considered for admission to the Master of Arts degree program.

Financial Support

Full-time students admitted to the program may be eligible for funding 
administered by Saint Mary’s University. Funding recommendations 
are made by the program All successful applicants are automatically 
considered for graduate funding. Students are encouraged to apply 
for external scholarships funding such as the Canadian Graduate 
Scholarships Program.

Program Requirements
Note: Students not registered in any course work but working on 
their Program/Thesis must register in Program Continuation (Prog 
Registration/Continuation (FGSR 9000)) for every semester (including 
summer) in which they are in their graduate program.

See the FGSR Program Requirements (https://smu-ca-
public.courseleaf.com/graduate/academic-regulations/program-study-
research/) in the Graduate Studies Academic Calendar and below.

• Earn at least twenty-four (24) credit hours.
• Receive credit for the following:

Code Title Credit 
Hours

CRIM 6600 Advanced Seminar in Crim 6
CRIM 6601 Adv Criminological Theory 3
CRIM 6602 Advanced Research Methodology 3
Six (6) credits at the 6000 level of the following Selected or Advanced 
Topics: 1

6

CRIM 6604 Advanced Topics in Criminology
CRIM 6605 Advanced Topics in Criminology
CRIM 6609 Selected Topics in Criminology
CRIM 6610 Selected Topics in Criminology
CRIM 6611 Selected Topics in Criminology

CRIM 6615 Thesis Research 6

Total Credit Hours 24

1 Or a 6000-level (graduate level) course from another department (with 
the permission of the Graduate Program Coordinator and the course 
instructor).

• In exceptional circumstances, with the permission of the Graduate 
Coordinator and the support of an individual faculty member, a 
student may be granted permission to undertake a Directed Reading 
course from among Directed Readings in Criminology (CRIM 6606),
Directed Readings in Crim (CRIM 6607), Directed Readings in 
Criminology (CRIM 6608) in place of a Selected or Advanced Topics 
course. 

• Attain a minimum grade of B+ in each course and an overall degree 
grade point average of 3.30 to graduate.

https://www.smu.ca/academics/m-a-criminology.html
https://www.smu.ca/academics/m-a-criminology.html
https://smu-ca-public.courseleaf.com/graduate/academic-regulations/admissions/
https://smu-ca-public.courseleaf.com/graduate/academic-regulations/admissions/
https://smu-ca-public.courseleaf.com/graduate/academic-regulations/admissions/
https://smu-ca-public.courseleaf.com/graduate/academic-regulations/admissions/
https://smu-ca-public.courseleaf.com/graduate/academic-regulations/program-study-research/
https://smu-ca-public.courseleaf.com/graduate/academic-regulations/program-study-research/
https://smu-ca-public.courseleaf.com/graduate/academic-regulations/program-study-research/
https://smu-ca-public.courseleaf.com/graduate/academic-regulations/program-study-research/


2  Criminology, MA

• Meet the following thesis (Thesis Research (CRIM 6615)) 
requirements:

• to produce a thesis which shows both originality and the 
analytical/critical skills of research and interpretation;

• to form a Supervisory Committee which will consist of a Thesis 
Supervisor and one faculty member.

• to have a thesis proposal submitted to and approved by the 
Supervisory Committee and Criminology Graduate Studies 
Coordinator prior to commencement of the research;

• to defend the thesis before an Examining Committee consisting 
of the Supervisory Committee, the Criminology Graduate Studies 
Coordinator, and one outside reader chosen by the Thesis 
Committee in consultation with the Criminology Graduate 
Studies Coordinator and the student. In instances where the 
Criminology Graduate Studies Coordinator is a member of the 
Thesis Committee, the Criminology Graduate Studies Coordinator 
will appoint a representative on the Examining Committee; and

• to defend the thesis publicly.


