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MASTER OF TECHNOLOGY 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND 
INNOVATION (MTEI)
Department Website: https://www.smu.ca/academics/sobey/master-
technology-entrepreneurship-innovation.html

The Master of Technology Entrepreneurship and Innovation (MTEI) 
program is a graduate professional program intended to develop 
professional, nimble, and investable T-shaped technology entrepreneurs 
and innovators. The program takes interdisciplinary knowledge and skills 
from a synthesis of:

• information technology,
• management,
• marketing and sales,
• leadership,
• finance,
• accounting,
• communications, and
• economics disciplines

and integrates these with best practices from industry to produce an 
innovative and unique learning environment. The principles from the lean 
entrepreneurship movement are interwoven through the MTEI program’s 
courses.

Features of the program include:

• Stimulating, innovative, and cross-disciplinary classes with rigorous 
graduate-level standards.

• Classes meet on alternating weeks on Fridays and Saturdays for 8 
months. Students complete 8 courses in 8 months.

• After the completion of 8 required courses, students take one of four 
options (Internship, Start-up, Coursework or Thesis). Options provide 
flexibility for meeting students’ goals.

• The Internship Option is 8-months in duration, the Start-up Option 
can be completed in 8 months, and the Thesis Option may take from 
one year to 16 months to complete.  The Coursework Option entails 
an additional twelve (12.0) credit hours of approved graduate level 
electives and an additional required non-credit course (MTEI 0020).

• Technical and business experiences and practical backgrounds of 
participants will be further developed.

Admission Requirements
The MTEI follows the general admission requirements (https://smu-ca-
public.courseleaf.com/graduate/academic-regulations/admissions/) and 
procedures of the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research as outlined 
in the Graduate Studies Academic Calendar with the following additional 
requirements and procedures.

The MTEI Admissions Committee will consider an applicant’s prior 
academic record, military or work experience, extracurricular activities, 
recommendation forms, and the written application. While each of 
these general criteria is important, the applicant’s entire profile will be 

evaluated, where significant strengths in one area may help compensate 
for weaknesses in another.

Academic records will be evaluated as evidence of academic grade; 
however, the Admissions Committee will also look for personal qualities, 
such as accomplishments, and leadership and motivation, which are 
important for success as an innovator and entrepreneur.

Applications will not be evaluated until the application is complete, 
including test scores. It will be the responsibility of the applicant to 
ensure that the application is complete.

In general, an applicant for admission to the MTEI program will:

1. Have completed an undergraduate degree or have an equivalent 
combination of training and experience. N.B. The MTEI student’s 
undergraduate degree can be in any discipline, although an 
undergraduate degree in a technology-related discipline is preferred. 
This open requirement allows us to accept students who have the 
ability to partner with technologists for increasing innovation and 
entrepreneurial capability and capacity.

2. Have an undergraduate degree with at least a “B” average and 
attained a minimum grade point average (GPA) of at least a 3.0 out of 
4.3 in the candidate’s final sixty (60) credit hours taken at university. 
In exceptional circumstances, when an applicant is otherwise 
qualified, the admissions committee may waive this requirement.

3. Submit official transcripts from post-secondary institutions directly 
to the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research at Saint Mary's 
University.

4. Submit a one-page description of how and what the student expects 
to learn in the MTEI program will be of benefit to her/him and/or to 
her/his organization.

5. Submit an up-to-date curriculum vitae.
6. Applicants to this program, whose first language is not English, 

must demonstrate their English language proficiency as 
outlined in Graduate Academic Regulation 1e (https://smu-ca-
public.courseleaf.com/graduate/academic-regulations/admissions/) 
with the following additional requirement;
a. a TOEFL (iBT) score of at least 92 with no band below 20; or
b. an IELTS score of at least 7.0, with no band below 6.5.

7. Complete the appropriate application form and submit an application 
fee as specified by the Faculty of Graduate Studies.

8. Submit two recommendation forms, with at least one being from an 
academic referee.

9. Agree to an online interview.

Applications to the MTEI program should be made as early as possible. 
  For students who plan to start in the fall semester (September), the 
application deadline for international students is April 1 and for domestic 
students it is June 30th.  For students who plan to start in the winter 
semester (January), the application deadline for international students is 
July 1 and for domestic students it is October 31.

Application information is available on the Internet at https://
www.smu.ca/gradstudies/apply-to-grad-studies.html.

An MTEI student who is dismissed for academic reasons or voluntarily 
withdraws may, after the lapse of one calendar year, seek re-admission 
by submitting a new application to the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research. The application for re-admission shall be evaluated by the 
MTEI Program Council (and not the Admissions Committee alone). The 
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Program Council may recommend re-admission to the FGSR subject to 
stipulated conditions.

Financial Support
Full-time students admitted to the program may be eligible for funding 
administered by Saint Mary’s University. Funding recommendations 
are made by the program. All successful applicants are automatically 
considered for graduate funding. Students are encouraged to apply for 
external scholarships. Applications for teaching assistantships should 
be made to individual academic departments. Applications for funding 
support are due April 1.

Program Requirements
Note: Students not registered in any course work but working on 
their Program/Thesis must register in Program Continuation (Prog 
Registration/Continuation (FGSR 9000)) for every semester (including 
summer) in which they are in their graduate program.

See the FGSR Program Requirements (https://smu-ca-
public.courseleaf.com/graduate/academic-regulations/program-study-
research/) in the Graduate Studies Academic Calendar and below.

The program contains 8 required courses (24 credit hours) offered over 
the first 8-month period, which includes 8-week modules. This will be 
followed by one of the following four options:

1. applied business start-up project (Start-up Option) or
2. a technology-based thesis (Thesis Option), or 
3. an 8-month internship (Internship Option), or
4. Twelve (12.0) additional credit hours of graduate-level electives and 

an additional required non-credit course (Business Development 
Skills (MTEI 0020)) (Coursework Option)

All 8 courses are required and there are no options for course 
substitutions (i.e., it is a lock-step program).

Curriculum
Code Title Credit 

Hours
First Eight Months: Required Courses
MTEI 5510 Entrepreneurial Finance 3
MTEI 5520 Technology Entrepreneurship 3
MTEI 5530 Innovation Processes and Management 3
MTEI 5540 Entrepreneurial Marketing 3
MTEI 5550 Leading Technology Innovation and Change 3
MTEI 5560 Technology Strategy and Productivity 3
MTEI 5570 Accounting for Innovation 3
MTEI 5580 Globalization and Innovation Systems 3
MTEI 0010 Professional Skills 0

Total Credit Hours 24

Start-up Option
The start-up option uses the knowledge imparted over the first 8 courses 
to allow students to work towards the development of a viable start-up 
enterprise. Students choosing this option will be required to take:

Code Title Credit 
Hours

MTEI 5585 Applied Project – Investor-Ready Business Plan 3
MTEI 5586 Applied Project - Launching and Growing 3

Internship Option
Students will benefit from immersion at entrepreneurial and innovative 
organizations through further industry exposure and opportunities for 
experiential learning. Internship students will write and submit reports of 
their internship activities and measured achievements at various points 
during the internship. In addition, they will be required to complete an 
academic paper on some topic emerging from the internship experience. 
An academic supervisor will assess whether the scope of the reported 
work is sufficient to fulfill the requirements of the Graduate Internship 
course. Enrollment in this option may be limited and students may be 
selected into this option after an interview process.

Thesis Option
The thesis option will enable students to acquire enhanced research 
skills that will prepare them to carry out independent research in their 
future careers. Students will research and write a thesis that is in an 
area of technology entrepreneurship and innovation. A topic is eligible 
for development into an MTEI thesis if it identifies a complex problem(s) 
relevant to a technology discipline or a business discipline, related to 
technology entrepreneurship and innovation, and is completed under the 
supervision of an approved faculty member.

Coursework Option
After completion of the required courses, students may choose to 
complete an additional twelve (12.0) credit hours of elective courses at 
the graduate level.  These may be taken from the following list of eligible 
courses:

Code Title Credit 
Hours

ENTR 6677 Social and Sustainable Entrepreneurship 3
MGMT 6601 Essentials of Management Consulting 3
MKTG 6675 Multinational Marketing 3
SMBA 6698 MBA Consulting Project (MCP) 3
SMBA 6790 Project Management 3
SMBA 6791 Business Intelligence 3

Other Courses that may be approved by Program Director(s) from time to 
time.

The following courses may not be taken due significant overlap with the 
required MTEI courses (Accounting for Decision-Making (ACCT 6548),
Venture Capital (ENTR 6110), Marketing Management (MKTG 6571),
People in Organizations (MGMT 6585)).

In addition, students choosing this stream will be required to complete
Business Development Skills (MTEI 0020) (Business Development Skills) 
to supplement the additional academic coursework.
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